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the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 7, 2003 at 1:43 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he submits the Economic Report of the
President and the 2003 Annual Report of the
Council of Economic Advisers.
With best wishes, | am
Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———————

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESI-
DENT—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 108-2)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee and ordered to be
printed.

ECONOMIC REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
TRANSMITTED TO THE CONGRESS,
FEBRUARY 2003, TOGETHER WITH THE
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF
ECONOMIC ADVISERS

To the Congress of the United States:

The economy is recovering from the
effects of the slowdown that began in
the middle of 2000 and led to the subse-
quent recession. The American econ-
omy has been hit hard by the events of
the past three years, most tragically
by the effects of the terrorist attacks
of September 11, 2001. Our economy and
investor confidence were hurt when we
learned that some corporate leaders
were not playing by the rules. The
combined impact of these events, along
with the three-year decline in stock
values that impacted business invest-
ment, slowed growth in 2002. Despite
these challenges, the economy’s under-
lying fundamentals remain solid—in-
cluding low inflation, low interest
rates, and strong productivity gains.
Yet the pace of the expansion has not
been satisfactory; there are still too
many Americans looking for jobs. We
will not be satisfied until every part of
our economy is vigorous and every per-
son who wants a job can find one.

We are taking action to restore the
robust growth that creates jobs. In
January, | proposed a growth and jobs
plan to add needed momentum to our
economic recovery. We will accelerate
the tax relief already approved by Con-
gress and give it to Americans now,
when it is most needed. Lowering tax
rates and moving more Americans into
the lowest tax bracket will help our
economy grow and create jobs. Faster
marriage tax relief and a faster in-
crease in the child tax credit will espe-
cially help middle-class families, and
should take effect now. We will take
steps to encourage small business in-
vestment, helping them to expand and
create jobs. We will end the unfair dou-
ble taxation of corporate income re-
ceived by individuals. By putting more
money back in the hands of share-
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holders, strengthening investor con-
fidence in the market, and encouraging
more investment, we will have more
growth and job creation. These steps
will allow Americans to keep more of
their own money to spend, save, or in-
vest. They will boost the economy, en-
sure that the recovery continues, and
provide long-term economic benefits
through higher productivity and higher
incomes.

As our economy recovers, we also
have an obligation to help Americans
who have lost their jobs. That is why
we extended unemployment payments
for workers who lost their jobs and im-
proved incentives for investment to
create new jobs. | also proposed a bold
new program of reemployment ac-
counts to help workers searching for
jobs.

Our commitment to a strong econ-
omy does not stop with these impor-
tant steps. We will continue to
strengthen investor confidence in the
integrity of our markets. We will de-
velop better ways to train workers for
new jobs. We will make the Nation’s
regulations and tax code less onerous
and more reflective of the demands of a
dynamic economy, and expand opportu-
nities for open trade and stronger
growth in all nations, especially for
emerging and developing economies.

Our Nation’s economic progress
comes from the innovation and hard
work of Americans in a free market
that creates opportunities no other
system can offer. Government does not
create wealth, but instead creates the
economic environment in which risk
takers and entrepreneurs create jobs.
With the right policies focused on
growth and jobs, strong economic fun-
damentals—and hard work—I am con-
fident we will extend economic oppor-
tunity and prosperity to every corner
of America.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2003.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——————

CONDEMNING THE SELECTION OF
LIBYA TO CHAIR THE UNITED
NATIONS COMMISSION ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 27)
condemning the selection of Libya to
chair the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read as follows:

February 11, 2003

H. CoN. RES. 27

Whereas on January 20, 2003, Libya, a gross
violator of human rights and state sponsor of
terrorism, was elected to chair the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights
(*‘Commission’’), a body charged with the re-
sponsibility of promoting universal respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms
for all;

Whereas according to the rotation system
which governs the selection of the Executive
Board of the Commission, 2003 was des-
ignated as the year for the Africa Group to
chair the Commission, and the Africa Group
selected Libya as its candidate;

Whereas South Africa’s Democratic Alli-
ance spokeswoman, Dene Smuts, was quoted
by the British Broadcasting Corporation as
saying that the South African Government’s
decision to support Libya’s election was an
insult to human rights and that African
countries ‘‘should have supported a can-
didate of whom all Africans could be proud’;

Whereas Amnesty International has re-
peatedly documented that Libya’s human
rights situation continues to seriously dete-
riorate with gross violations taking place
systematically, extrajudicial execution used
against government opponents, and political
detainees routinely tortured physically and
psychologically during interrogation, with
some detainees dying in custody as a result;

Whereas Human Rights Watch recently un-
derscored that ‘“‘[o]ver the past three dec-
ades, Libya’s human rights record has been
appalling”” and “Libya has been a closed
country for United Nations and nongovern-
mental human rights investigators’’;

Whereas Human Rights Watch further
stated that ‘“‘Libya’s election poses a real
test for the Commission . . . [r]epressive gov-
ernments must not be allowed to hijack the
U.N. human rights system’’;

Whereas the Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights stated that ‘‘the Government
of Libya should not be entrusted by the
United Nations to lead its international ef-
fort to promote human rights around the
world’’;

Whereas Freedom House declared that ‘“‘[a]
country [such as Libya] with such a gross
record of human rights abuses should not di-
rect the proceedings of the UN’s main human
rights monitoring body . . . [t]his will under-
mine the UN’s moral authority and send a
strong and clear message to fellow rights
violators that they are in the clear”’;

Whereas on November 13, 2001, a German
court convicted a Libyan national for the
bombing in 1986 of the La Belle disco in Ber-
lin, in which two United States servicemen
were killed, and the court further declared
that there was clear evidence of responsi-
bility of the Libyan Government for the
bombing;

Whereas Libya was responsible for the De-
cember 21, 1988, explosion of Pan American
Airline Flight 103 en route from London to
New York that crashed in Lockerbie, Scot-
land, killing 259 passengers and crew, and 11
others on the ground;

Whereas a French court convicted six Lib-
yan Government officials in absentia for the
bombing of UTA Flight 772 over Niger in
1989;

Whereas United Nations Resolution 748 of
March 31, 1992, imposed an arms and air em-
bargo on Libya and established a United Na-
tions Security Council sanctions committee
to address measures against Libya;

Whereas United Nations Resolution 883 of
November 11, 1993, tightened sanctions on
Libya, including the freezing of Libyan funds
and financial resources in third countries,
and banned the provision to Libya of equip-
ment for oil refining and transportation;

Whereas United Nations Resolution 1192 of
August 27, 1998, reaffirmed that the measures
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